Rosmarinic acid was first isolated f r o m the leaves of r o s e m a r y and described by Scarpati and Oriente [1, 2] . On analyzing the distribution of caffeic acid derivatives in plants of the family Labiatae, H e r r m a n n showed that r o s m a r i n i c acid is the most common derivative for this family and proposed to call it "labiatic" acid [3, 4] . However, this statement does not correspond to the facts, since a considerable number of gene r a are known inwhich chlorogenic acid is found instead of r o s m a r i n i c acid [5, 6] . On the basis of the facts given above, substance (I) that we isolated has been c h a r a c t e r i z e d as a n e s t e r of caffeic and (~-hydroxyhydroeaffeic acid, i.e., r o s m a r i n i c acid.
By means of chromatographic analysis using qualitative reactions and UV spectroscopy, r o s m a r i n i c acid has also been detected in the following species: rh° nummularius Bieb., T_hh. The amounts of r o s m a r i n i c acid in the species of thyme studied were between 1.0 and 1.5%.
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